THEFACE

Coensidered In retrozpect, The Pennsvlvania Canel, bulll by
tha Cormonwoealth during the mid-1200Fs, mey seem littlo more
then o semevhot sbrange and highly unsvesassful experiment in
publiec cvmership, Ho cotetont and profitoble public revenus
resulted from its operation, mnd recurrent problems snd diffi-
cnllies marked its mointenance by the Comnonwealth, Cn the
othar hand, the consl spelled prosperdty for many an Iron master,
coal mine cperator, lucberman, and merchant; dits part in the
hatory of tha people of Pennsylvonia was a polt iaccosidarable
one. :

The Pemnsylvanis Cenal waz both the symbel and the expression
of an era of trade =nd industry. It wez the means of uniting Zrie
and Pittshborgh, of linking the Hfa of the Susquebancs Hwver regiocn
with that of the sastern geabosrd cities such as Baltimore, Fhils-
delphia, ond Hew Zorik, The buwdlding of the canal fransforaed
Penneylvenials seattered and distant watershed into ohe undified
Lrade—and-passenper-carTying line of fransportation, enconpassing
the wallays of the Dolownra, the Susgushavne, the Junieta, the
Comenaugh, tho Kiskiminetas, and the Adlegheny rivers., ds a
public facility, it kept the Commenwsalth shbreast of its neighbors,
Meawr Yorl, New Jersey, Delavare, Moarylend, and Chloy and it enabled
Penmsylvania Lo rival its neighbors in the éxtent of thelr enter—
prise.

Turing the t8me the canal waz a atate-oumed property; noreovrar,
1t appeara to 2 cortoln wbent to have somawhot undntentionally
garved as both & college of engineering and as a training sehool
for men who subzequentlys rose to politicol lesderskip it the Common—
waalth,

The canal': first professional milders acquired certain
techndques from engineers empleoyed carlier on the Erie Cenal in
Kow York State and, in turn, passed them on to the peneration
of reilroad milders which followed, The apprentice assistanhs
te the canal aapinesrs, having soquired their owm first skills
from tho earlier surveyoers of famstesds and of public roads,
becema the great tuilders of Ameriesn railroads, such as John
Edpor Thonson ond Williem Milnor Robarta,
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